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IS YOUR BALCONY
DOOR HARD TO OPEN?

Does it GRIND instead of GLIDE? If so, call the experts.
We replace the rollers in doors, windows and shower screens.
QUALIFIED TRADESMEN - 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

GLASS INSURANCE

DOOR ROLLERS SYDNEY WIDE pty ltd

PHONE: 9948 5813
GOLD LICENCE NO. 35305

balcony 
doors

balcony 
doors
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Bank slugs charity

Which bank is taking money from the homeless . . . Street Mission’s Alan Clarke Picture: MARTIN LANGE

by JOHN MORCOMBE

A LOCAL charity that feeds home-
less people has been told by the
Commonwealth Bank it is no longer
exempt from bank fees and charges.

The slap in the face for Street
Mission was made in the same week
as a $33 million payout to a Com-
monwealth Bank executive – a fact
not lost on the charity.

However, yesterday the bank indi-
cated its directive to Street Mission
might have been ‘‘an error’’.

Street Mission founder Alan Clarke
said the charity stocked the emerg-
ency food cupboard at the Manly
Community Centre, ran a similar
operation at Dee Why, where it has a
shop recycling donated clothes, and
also fed homeless people in
Chatswood.

The Office of Charities within the
NSW Department of Gaming and
Racing confirmed that it recognised
Street Mission as a genuine charity
with the authority to raise funds.

Last year, Street Mission was given
a community service award by the
Manly Community Centre, to which
it gives about $1000 a year raised
from its shop and from a street stall in
Chatswood.

Mr Clarke said Street Mission was
granted the exemption by the Com-
monwealth Bank four years ago and
that it saved the charity about $200 a
year.

But a letter received by Mr Clarke
this week informed him the bank
would no longer waive Street
Mission’s bank fees and charges.

‘‘After completing a review, your
account does not appear to meet our
fee exemption requirements,’’ the
letter said.

‘‘Therefore, the standard monthly
base maintenance and transaction fees
will apply to your account from
March 3, 2003.’’

Mr Clarke said nothing had
changed at Street Mission.

‘‘We’re even more deserving of the
exemption now than we were four

years ago because we’re helping more
people now than we were back then,’’
he said.

‘‘You have to wonder about their
priorities when they do this to a
charity feeding homeless people but
give $33 million to a retiring execu-
tive.’’

His reference was to the golden
handshake given to 42-year-old bank
executive Chris Cuffe, who left the
bank to take up another job.

‘‘I worked out that it will take
165,000 years for our bank fees to pay
off the $33 million they paid that
executive,’’ Mr Clarke said.

When shown details of its letter to
Street Mission yesterday, a bank
spokesman said the notice was
‘‘probably an error’’ and would be
reviewed. He said the bank had
reviewed accounts of organisations
which claimed exemptions from fees
and found some were not charities.

Shop 6, 20 Howard Ave, Dee Why 
www.streetretreat.com ~ 9982 5332 ~ Open 7 Days  

S T R E E T  R E T R E AT
BEAUTY SPA

15% off  Services 
& Selected Products
• Fantasy Tan, perfect tan in mins
• Luxurious Spa Therapy

treatments
• Plus all your beauty needs from

top to toe
• We recommend Biodroga &

Gatineau products

Beauty 
Therapy
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9907 9055www.addstyle.com.au

Here’s how we get your job done
➤ Tim, our architect, does plans with 3D pictures to suit

your requirements

➤ Bill, our builder, gives you a clear, fixed price quote

➤ We then organise the Council Approval

➤ Our Engineer, Rick, certifies the structure

➤ We use an approved ‘Plain Language’ contract

➤ We then build your Dream Home around you!
To approved applicants only Lic 38788
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UPSTAIRS SPECIALISTS

HOME ADDITIONS

HUGE
reductions off all

floor stock
for 3 weeks only! 

homewares
+ furniture

indigo
1/21 Oaks Ave. Dee Why 9984 0483

artefacts

■ FURNITURE Recycled teak day beds ■ Indian
antique cabinets + 4-panel carved screens 
■ Bookcases ■ Coffee Tables ■ Water hyacinth
chairs ■ Outdoor pots + stoneware 
■ AROMATHERAPY Soaps ■ Organic Nui coconut
oil ■ Aromatherapy body care + bottles 
■ Springfield essential oils ■ Bath salts ■ Body
brushes ■ Mens shaving soap  ■ Pot pourri ■

HOMEWARES Original photography + artworks 
■ Natural bath + bed linen ■ Sari bed covers 
■ Handmade quilts ■ Cushions ■ Gaia organic
baby ware ■ Glassware ■ Candles ■ Seagrass bas-
kets ■ Imported jewellery ■ AND LOTS MORE...clearance

SALE

UP TO

OFF
50%

� 21
15

49
6K

DEE WHY GARDENS

Independence,
security, relaxation,

convenience 
and care

Phone Maggie today 1800 155 171

for more information 20
59

39
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155 Fisher Rd North, Dee Why

LEYS LAW FIRM

CORNER WINBOURNE AND
PITTWATER ROADS

BROOKVALE
PARKING AT REAR

9905 0337
www.leyslaw.com.au

PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL SERVICE
* CONVEYANCING

* WILLS AND ESTATES
* LEASES AND PROPERTY

ASK US ABOUT OUR LOAN SERVICE
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